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Accused spies Aldrich and Ro- 
sario Ames were paid at least $2.5 
million for selling government se- 
crets to Moscow, $1 million more 
than previously believed, according 
to icourt papers filed by federal 
prosecutors yesterday. 

In another major development in 
what authorities are saying could be 
the worst case of espionage in U.S. 
histbry, court papers revealed that 
Rosario Ames has told investigators 
thati she aided her husband, a CIA 
counterintelligence officer, in his 
dealings with the Soviets and later 
the Russians. 

The new details suggest the FBI 
and federal prosecutors have made 
substantial headway in the eight 
days since the couple was arrested, 
as authorities assess how much 
damage could have been caused by 
the alleged spying. 

Among other things, court papers 
said Rosario Ames has acknowledged 
accompanying her 52-year-old hus- 
band on a trip to the District last year 
in search of a signal from his Russian 
handlers, encouraging him to meet 
with them and offering advice on oth- 
er activities. 
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I Authorities would not say yester- 
day whether she is cooperating in 
their investigation, but law enforce- 
ment sources said Rosario Ames 
has been blaming her husband, who 
has worked for the CIA for 31 
f years, for the espionage. 

The sources said Colombian-born 
Rosario Ames, 41, met with the 
FBI soon after her arrest on Feb. 
21 and made telephone calls to 

( agents from the Alexandria jail, 
where the couple is held without 
bond. 

After the arrests, the FBI 
searched the Ameses’ home in 


North Arlington and went through 
Aldrich Ames’s office at the CIA’s 
headquarters in Langley, looking 
for further evidence to bolster al- 
legations that he turned over sen- 
sitive top-secret information to 
Moscow since at least 1985. Initial- 
ly, authorities said the couple had 
netted $1.5 million. 

But in the court papers filed yes- 
terday— on the eve of a federal 
court hearing in which lawyers for 
the Ameses will seek their release 
on bond — prosecutors said newly 
uncovered evidence “suggests that 
their ‘ill-gotten gains' are substan- 
tially greater and raise their take to 
well over $2.5 million.” 


“This money,” prosecutors wrote, 
“has been stashed in foreign bank 
accounts throughout the world, many 
beyond the reach of the government 
in this case.” Last week, authorities 
seized the Ameses’ $540,000 house 
and froze assets in 13 bank accounts. 
Sources said evidence of additional 
spying income was discovered by the 
FBI during its search of the family’s 
home. 

William B. Cummings, the court- 
appointed lawyer for Rosario Ames, 
declined comment yesterday, as did 
Plato Cacheris, the attorney for Al- 
drich Ames. 

Although prosecutors have yet to 
file court documents spelling out 


what they found in their searches last 
week, one law enforcement source 
declared yesterday that “we seized a 
lot — this will be continuing awhile.” 
The source added, “He [Ames] 
didn’t throw away a hell of a lot.” 
Federal officials have said they 
assume Ames passed along virtually 
everything he knew about matters 
for which he was directly respon- 
sible between 1985 and 1991, in- 
cluding details about the recruit- 
ment of spies in the Soviet Union, 
its successor states and Eastern 
Europe. They also have said that 
Ames provided information about 
the names of CIA sources and 
agents to Moscow. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Mark j. 
Hulkower, who filed the documents 
yesterday, declined to comment on 
the progress of the investigation. 

Lawyers for the couple filed mo- 
tions yesterday seeking to have 
them released on bond. Today’s 
hearing in U.S. District Court in 
Alexandria on the issue also will 
determine if the government has 
enough evidence to have the case 
referred to a grand jury. 

The court papers filed by pros- 
ecutors yesterday were in response, 
to Rosario Ames's request for bond; 
no response was filed to Aldrich 
Ames’s request. 


